
 
 

 
mydiscoverit.ca 

Compare Winnipeg history maps 

Materials 

• A community map from the 1800s,  
• A current map of the same community,  
• Pencil and paper.  

Objectives 
Students will recognize changes that have taken place over time in their community. 
Students will speculate on why transportation routes, businesses, industry, and 
homes are in given locations.  

Procedures 
1. Locate a community map from the 1800s that identifies streets, homes, 

railroad tracks, commercial businesses, schools, churches, and government 
buildings. These maps are likely to be found at your local public library, 
historical society, archives, or government land office.  

2. Locate a current map of the same community showing approximately the 
same geographic area. The most detailed and accurate maps generally are 
topographical maps.  

3. Using the older map, have the students locate transportation routes, 
residential neighborhoods, businesses, and industrial districts.  

4. Have students find similar geographic features on the current map.  
5. Brainstorm with the students about possible reasons the community 

planners chose these locations for the homes, businesses, transportation 
routes, schools, churches, and industrial sites.  

6. Either individually or in small groups, students should use the information 
on the maps to make their own chart(s) showing the ways the community 
has changed over time, and the ways it has remained the same.  

7. In small groups, have students create a community map of the future. 
Encourage the students to demonstrate as much creativity as they wish in 
planning tomorrow's city. 


